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SUMILLA Summary:

This course is an introduction to modern Perd, dealing with the period from the late 18th century
(the bourbon reforms) to the first half of the 20th century. Peruvian history is presented in
broader context, in relation with both Latin American and global history. Special emphasis is
placed on the changes to Peruvian society during this period and the role of Peru in regional
development.

ORIENTATION:

This course explores urban landscapes in order to analyze Peruvian history. Its focus is on the rich
urban texture of Lima, the city founded in 1535 and currently home to one third of the nation’s
population. In particular, this course examines urban development plans and specific buildings
and projects constructed during key periods in the historical and economic development of the
nation (for example, the bourbon reforms, the guano boom, the aristocratic republic, and the
Oncenio, among others). It seeks to show how urban space was both conceived by planners as
well as used in everyday life, and consequently how it becomes a reflection of the major social,
political and economic currents present in the nation. To do this, course materials will be drawn
from a variety of sources, including historical documents, maps, aerial photographs, literature,
paintings, and even films. This interdisciplinary approach-- combining architecture, history,
literature, and urbanism-- offers a fresh perspective on modern Peru.



This is a general and introductory course, but it will be especially appealing to students interested
in architecture, the arts, and urbanism.

This course is an English version, with minor changes, of the one that I have been teaching in
EEGGLL since 2011.

Most of our readings will be in English, but when necessary some texts in Spanish will be assigned.
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